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Fall Festival
The Van Vleck Elementary and E. Rudd Cub Council held"ft#ABnual Fall Festival on
Friday, November 1. The festivities began at 4:00 in the afternoon. Families lined up to
buy tickets to play the games and have an evening of family fun. The children could roast
mar shmall ows f or s 6 maenteirdlagtablgs,ushopt Neringuns atvher a |
shooting gallery, win goldfish, get put o
hayride, play golf, get their face painted, and much, much, more! The Fall Festival offered
a variety of food items for theswho worked up and appetite for nachos, Frito pies or hot
dogs. The festival also had a Silent Auction that had over 25 awesome baskets up for bid.
The basket selection offered something for everyone. For the children, there were puzzle
baskets, book bhsts, game baskets, movie night baskets, bow baskets and many others.
For the adults, there were holiday themed
barb-que basket, sports themed basket including: Texans, Aggies, and Longhorns, and
many nore. The attendance of the students and community was amazing! It was definitely
an evening of fun and fellowship that was enjoyed by all ages. This Fall Festival was an
event that brought the community together in positive way and the money raise@ will b
used to improve our school and positively impact student learning.
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Thanksgiving Holiday Food Drive

Al | of the students participated in the An
students competed to see which grade level cbridy the most canned goods for needy
families at Thanksgiving The following shows how many canned goods and- non
perishable food items were collected by %rade level: -KP#28, Kindergarten154, '
Grade-147, 29 Grade-330, 3¢ Grade-252,4" Grade-158, and % Grade-174.  Wow,

12 needy families in the Van Vleck area were served and very grateful for the help?The 2
and 5" grade won the contest and will each receive an ice cream party next week. Thank
you to everyone who contributed!

Thank You Luncheon for Williams Energy
On November 17, 2011, El ementary and E. R
Williams Energy in the MPR. We had approximately 15 guests who came and enjoyed a
homecooked meal with all of our staff. The Kindergar and ¥ Grade students provided
the entertainment. They dressed as Pilgrims and Indians, sang songs, and read poems about
Thanksgiving. After the luncheon, | took the Williams employees on a guided tour of both
campuses, as well as the playgroundEaRudd, which Williams helped fund through a
grant. Everyone had a great time!

UIL Academic Meet in Newgulf
On Saturday, December 10, 2011 tffe 8", and %' grade students traveled to Newgulf to
compete in the 26AA North Zone District UIL Academileet. Other schools that also
competed were Newgulf, Markham, Blessing, Danbury, Damon, and Hitchcock.
Approximately 400 students competed in 21 different UIL events.
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We took 44 students and 14 placidthe top six spotsn several events. In"2 Grade
Creatve Writing, Jaycie Franzplaced §' and inStorytelling, Cade Roberson placed &'
In 39 Grade SpellingCameron Franklin placed 4' and Austin Smith placed 8. In 4"
Grade SpellingGarrett Ros placed 8 and in Art SmartAmber Hanzik placed €. In 5"
Grade Ready WritingDaniel Breewon I place! In %' Grade Dictionary Skillskameron
Wied placed &. In 5" Grade Listening SkillsMegan Thomasplaced 2¢ and Jasmine
Hernandez place 6. In 5" Grade SpellingCade Nosterplacal 6". In 5" Grade Maps,
Graphs, and Chartdadison Woolseyplaced 2% and Avery Malina placed &. In 5"
Grade Art SmartDeZiah Robersonplaced &'. All of the studentbad a great time and did
an arpazingjpb. The trulyrepresented Van Vleck well!

.

Vet erands Day Program
OQur Veteranbs Day program started with our
the Wall of Honor. We had over 40 members of the Matagorda CountX Cavalry in
attendance, as well as a multitude of family and friendeestudentsAll of the 4" and &’
grade students handed out several letters and wreathes of red, white, and blue stars to our
military guests. The students of E. Rudd were joined by rf‘r@r@de, singing the military
theme songs for each branchservice As each song played, the
and be recognized. Danny Lee, founder of the Matagorda County Cavalry along with Irene
Zamora and Jack Burt, came amadkéd to the students about wtiee real heroes are and
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why it is importam to honor them. They then presented certificates of appreciation for
Service to Our Country to Ken and Lisa Bacon. This was followed by a slide show of the
VVISD families who have served or have a family member servigs. Greer gave the
POW/MIA Remembance Serviceyhich isa table setting for one symbolizing the fact that
members of our armed forces are missing. She explained the symbolism of the white
tablecloth (purity of response to the call to arms), single rose (blood that was shed), red
ribbon the determination to account for the missing), slice of lemon (their bitter fate), salt
sprinkled on the plate (tears that were shed), inverted glass and empty chair (they are not
here), and the candle of hope for their retufthe 4" graders red the hstory of TAPS,
followed by Ken Bacon playinghe mounful sound of TAPS on his bugleThis was an
extremely moving, respectful, and educational program for our students and staff. A big
AThank Youo to Lisa Bacon for organizing t

Book Author Comes WWISD

The 4" and %" grade students had a real treat on January 11, 2012. Amelia Frahm, author of
Nuclear Power and How a Nuclear Power Plant Really Weakse to the Elementary and
read her book to the students, answered their ignestand explained what it takes to
become an author of a childrends -oderak .

autographed copy of her book. This coincided with National Nuclear Science Week, which
is January 227, 2012.
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Upcomindevents

2-9-1 2 WCJC ATootHGrddai ryo to visit 1
2-10-12 8" Grade to attend play in Houston

2-131 2 WCJC fATooth Fairyo to visit Kinde
2-17-1 2 Muffinds With Mom in EIl ementary C
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